
The society has recently been donated a 
collection of books from the late Jack 
Stephens’ niece (Jack was a founder 
member of Tewkesbury Fair Society). We are 
now producing an inventory of this collection. 
 

 

Below is an article we have found on Jack 
from the Tewkesbury Register of 1939:  

The treasurer of Tewkesbury Hospital has 
received a further 500 “bun” pennies from 
Master Jackie Stephens, of Newtown. The 
“bun” pence are Victorian coppers showing 
the Queens head dressed in a bun fashion at 
the back of the head. Master Jackie has now 
sent to the Hospital no less than 2,096 of 
these coins, representing the substantial sum 
of £8 14s 8d. (This would be worth £322.96 
today). The Hospital Committee is very 
gratefully proud of Jackies achievement in aid 
of the hospital’s beneficent work. 

The Membership Secretary  reports that we 
have very strong membership but would 
welcome more.  
Renewal and New Memberships  can be 
made at: 
�  The Model Show being held at the 

Methodist Church Hall on 8 -Oct -2011. 
�  TFS stand in Nelson Street during the 

Mop Fair on 10/11-Oct-2011. 
or 
�  By post to:  Mr. P. South, Membership 

Secretary, 13, Hollams Road,Tewkesbury, 
Glos. GL20 5DF 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Dairy Dates 2011 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Annual General Meeting}  Wednesday, 6th 
July. British Legion Club, Church Street, 
Tewkesbury – 8.00pm Start. 

Welland Steam Rally}  29th, 30th 31st July, 
Woodside Farm, Welland. 

Model Show}  Saturday 8th October 
Methodist Church Hall, The Cross, 
Tewkesbury – 10.00am to 4.00pm.   
Also attending, Lawrence Harper with the ex 
Brewers Dobbie roundabout, standing in front 
of the Methodist Church. 

Showmen’s Social}  Sunday 9th October 
British Legion Club, Church Street, 
Tewkesbury – Starts at 8.00pm until Late. 

Tewkesbury Mop Fair}  Monday 10th & 
Tuesday 11th October. Mop Fair opens at 
6pm on Monday 10th October. 
�

www.tewkesburyfairsociety.co.uk  
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WELCOME TO 

NEWSLETTER No.24 
JUNE 2011 

 
Dear Member , welcome to this newsletter, 
first of all I must congratulate our Vice 
Chairman Steve Perry and member Bill Lane 
on being awarded Honorary Membership of 
the Showmen’s Guild at the recent luncheon 
held at Swindon. They are both well-
deserved recipients of this accolade.  
We have once again had a very successful 
year and our stall at the Hospital Fete was 
well patronised as was our striker. The Social 
Evening at the British Legion was extremely 
popular and was well received by our 
showland friends. The Model Show on Mop 
Day was a blockbuster with our largest 
attendance to date; we hope this year’s show 
will be as good. The Town Mayor Cllr Pope 
accompanied us on our trip to Dingles, and 
said that he really enjoyed his day. The Mop 
Fair again had dry weather and was incident 
free as far as we are aware. 
So to this year’s events:  
We will be holding our Model Show on 
Saturday 8th October in the Methodist Hall.  



Sunday 9th October, we will be having our 
social evening at the British Legion, the 
proceeds from the raffle this time to be split 
between The British Legion 90th year appeal 
and Tewkesbury Hospital Friends. I hope that 
you can attend these events. 
We are also looking to arrange a re-
enactment of the way that workers were hired 
at the Fair many years ago. The play will be 
performed by Lisa Kimberley, from the well 
known showman’s family and her drama 
group and will also include a brief history of 
what a Mop Fair is. We will keep you posted 
on the date. 
My thanks once again to the members of the 
committee for all their hard work and to you, 
the members, for supporting us:      
Dave Fellows, Chairman. 
 

A very proud Steve with the certificate from 
the Showmen’s Guild 

FROM 100 YEARS AGO 
AN EXTRACT FROM ‘THE TEWKESBURY 

REGISTER AND GAZETTE’ 
Saturday 14th October 1911 

 
TEWKESBURY FAIR 

 
The annual pleasure fair was held in the 
streets on Tuesday, when there was a fine 
collection of roundabouts and other catch 
penny attractions. Messrs. Anderton and 
Rowland’s, having secured the premier 
positions, their elaborate scenic railway was 
erected at the Cross, with the “joy” wheel, a 
new and popular mirth-provider close by and 
their picture theatre occupied the Crescent. 
These establishments were well patronised, 
as also were Mr. Peter’s roundabouts near 
the Cross, and Mr. Chipperfield’s picture 
show at the top of Barton Street. There was 
the usual collection of small shows, hoop-la 
and other stalls. The weather was bright, and 
there was a very fair attendance. 
On Monday Messrs. Anderton and Rowland’s 
kindly placed their railway, “joy” wheel and 
picture show at the disposal of local charities. 
For this period these were under amateur 
control, with the result that the handsome 
sum of £18 10s 8d (this would be worth 
£1057.51 today) was realised for the benefit 
of the Nurseling Institute, the Dispensary, and 
the Hospital. 
At the close the Mayor attended, and 
proposed a vote of thanks to Messrs. 
Anderton and Rowland’s, and this was very 
heartily accorded. 

 

Billy Kimberley’s fish & chip bar Tewkesbury 
Mop1977 (Lisa Kimberley’s Grandfather) 

 
 

TFS Website   
The Tewkesbury Fair Society website has 
had a major update with many new items, 
lots of old photographs and society 
newsletters. 

 
So please have a look on: 

 
www.tewkesburyfairsociety.co.uk  


